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2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 



□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, I.e. sheets of the description, claims and>br drawings which have 
been anriended and are the basis for this report andybr sheets containing rectifications made before this Authoritv 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT) 



These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and Industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(il) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicabilitv 
citations and explanations supporting such statement ' 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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17.02.2004 


Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining autliority: 

European Patent Office 
^ D-80298 Municti 

Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax:+4989 2399 - 4465 


Authorized Officer 

Philpott. G 1 ^ 1 
Telephone No. +49 89 2399-8620 



.riONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY 



Davies, Peter V. et al. 
DOW CORNING LIMITED 
Cardiff Road 
Barry CF63 2YL 
GRANDE BRETAGNE 



PCT 



NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Rule 71.1) -r 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
SN125 



Date of mailing 
(dayAnonth^ear) 



17.02.2004 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



International application No. 
PCT/EP 03^0881 



International filing date (dayAnonth^ear) 
09.01,2003 



Applicant 

DOW CORNING CORPORATION et al. 



Priority date (dayArtonth^ear) 
15.01.2002 



^' l^l^l^^T that tfiis International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith th« 

LpSS^ '^'""'"^'^ examination report and its annexes, if any. established on 7e Snat.^S^^^^^ ""^ 



3. 



4. REMINDER 

I^L^P*^''*^^"* ^^^^ P*^3se before each elected Office by performina certain art^ «iiinn 

ranslations and paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or S 
(Article 39(1 )) (see also the reminder sent by the international BuVSi wifh Form ^"""^^^ 

Where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Officp th«t trancio»i«« 
pSr'CtanS'lS&r "^"^ "™ "O-i'e-nente of the elected Offtos, see Volume of the 
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International application No. 
PCTyEP 03/00881 • 



International filing date (dayAnonth^ear) 
09.01 .2003 



Priority date (dayAnonthJjfesur) 
15.01 .2002 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 
B02C18>DB, B02C18y08 



Applicant 

DOW CORNING CORPORATION et al. 



This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. < 

This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet 

□ : This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims andA)r drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report andbr sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

Theise annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
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IV 
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VI 
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VII 
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Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and Industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application * ' 

Certain observations on the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 



26.06.2003 



Date of completion of this report 
17.02.2004 



Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: . 

European Patent Office 
D-80298 Munich 

Tel. 449 89 2399 •* 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: -149 89 2399-4465 



Authorized Officer 
Philpott, G 

Telephone No. -149 89 2399-8620 



Form PCT4PEA/409 (Cover Sheet) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No, PCT/EP 03/00881 

I. Basis of the report 

1 . Wrtli regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "oriainallv ffled" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70,17)): 

Description, Pages 

1-10 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-14 as originally filed 

Drawings, Slieets 

1>B-2fi as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements mari^ed above were available or furnished to this Authority in the- 
language in which the intemational application was filed, unless othenwise indicated under this. item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority In the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the intemational search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Huie 55.2 anoADr 55.3). ^ 

3. With regard to any nucleotide andA>r amino acid sequence disclosed in the Intemational application ttie 
international preliminary examination was camed out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the intemational application in written form. . .. 

□ filed together with the international application In computer readable form. • 

□ furnlshedsubsequentlytothis Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority In computer readable fonn. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The staternent that the information recorded In computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. . 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings. sheets: 



Form PCT>IPEA/409 (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application' No. PCT/EP 03/0088 1 



5. □ Tiiis report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since thev have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). .. "'"y"""" 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
r&poft.) 

6, Additional observations, if necessary: 

III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventh/e step and industrial applicability 

1 . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step fto be non- 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined In respect of: . . 

□ the entire international application, 
M claims Nos. 6-14 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specify): .... 

H the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 6-1 4 are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be fomried (specify): . , . » . . 

see separate sheet 

° Siuld be fomS^^ ^^^^^ ®° '^adequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion . 

□ no international search report has been established for the said claims Nds; 

2. A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out duetto, the failure of the nucleotide and/ . 
or amino acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C ofthe Administrative 
Instructions: 

□ theWrittenfonnhasnotbeenfumishedordoesnotcomply with the Standard. . v: 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the Standard; : . . . , 

V- Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive^tep or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement . . HHiiwduiuiy,. 

1. Statement — - 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


2,3,5 




No: 


Claims 


1.4 


inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


2,3,5 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-5 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
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1 . US-A-5 647 546 (Dl), with particular reference to Fig. 1 , describes a mixer blade 
adapted to be mounted on the shaft of a vertical granulating mixer, whereby the 
leading edge (20) of the blade is bevelled upwards (see e.g. coi. 4, Is. 9-10) and 
an outer portion (36) of the blade is bevelled downwards. Glaim 1 therefore 
appears to lack novelty (Art. 33(2) PCT). These two blade portions are also 
adjacent, so that claim 4 also appears to lack novelty. 

2. Claim 1 also appears to lack novelty with respect to US-A-3 024 01 0 (D2); 

3. The various blade angles given In claims 2-3 and the parameters of claim 6 are 
merely design options available to the skilled man when constructing the blade of 
claim 1. As such, these features cannot establish inventiveness (Art. 33(3). PCT). 

4. The various definitions of the mixer given in independent clainns 6 and 8 riiake it 
uncertain as to what aspects of the claimed invention constitute essential features. 
These claims hence render each other unclear, with the result that the conditions 
of Art. 6 PCT are not met. Any newly drafted independent claim should rectify this, 
also ensuring that the claims are drafted with the minimum necessary number of 
claims in any one category (Rule 6. 1 (a)(b) PCT) and with dependent claims as 
appropriate (Rule 6.4 PCT), The lack of clarity thus arising, precludes any 
assessment of the novelty or inventiveness of these claims and claims which are 
dependent thereon. : t . i 

5. Dl and D2 are not incorporated into the description ((Rule 5:1 (a)(ii) PCT). . . 

6. The two-part claim style is not used (Rule 6.3 PCT) using Dl. as the basisifOr the 
prior art portion. 

7. Technical features in the claims are not followed by reference signs to the . 
drawings (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

8. Wall (6) appears to be incorrectly indicated in Fig. 1 . 
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